The Poppy

Problem 2.0

Not much has changed since Matters of Substance
ran an article about Afghanistan's poppy problem in
May 2007. However, there are signs that the US-led
approach to poppy control in Afghanistan may soon
be amended. Rob Zorn looks at the potentials and
the pitfalls of Obama's new approach.

@& The obvious challenges
are ®nding alternatives that
are truly realistic, and
providing the stability to allow
them to ourish. It's dif®cult
to determine which of these
is the chicken, and which is
the egg.79
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EJI H>BEANZ edeen egdWazb "~dé¢]Vi i]Z \dkZgcbZci ]Vh WZZc
6[\]VcrhiVc ~h i]*h/ bjX] d[ i]ZhhlkNMYXi*XVaan jcVWaZ id egdk
WZ]rcY VgbzyY ~chjg\ZcXn ~c i]Z:Kdjgilgnd ZgVY"AXViZ edeen ]V
"h YZg"kZY [gdb de”jb edeen E|¢XKkZW [ji*aZ VcY XdjciZg"egdY
hdaY id egdYjXZ ]Zgd~c [dg i]AVYadWWiVA i]Zn dcan XZbZci i]Z W
bVg Zi# I]Vi ]Vh Vaa hdgih d[ WkdigdiZeeVilZ edejaVirdc VY i]Z
XdchzfjZzcXzZh! Wji il]Z arkzZa™tdijig\&chhd¥ >ciZzgY~Xi~rdc! dg Xc
bVecn 6[\]Vc~h VgZ YZeZcYZci eldeedie®m! gjaZz d[ aVI! ]Vh Vahd
i]Vi ViiZzbeirc\ id ZgVYAXViZ "YVdgaWZXVjhzZ XdjciZzg"cVgXdi~X
r"eXgZVhZ edkZgin! [jZa i1Z AVOZhcd] WZ Z[[ZXirkZ 17i]dji i]Z ¢t
gZhZcibZci! VcY Yg~kZ 6[\]Vc WdXWaWiWaid aZz\Va ~c[gVhigjXijg
i1Z 1ZaXdb”c\ Vgbh d[ i]Z *"chjé\XlMb#hiVc aVX h#

Edeen Xjai*kVirdc ~h cdl YZZdan “Zn! i]Zc! id iVX a"c\
ZcigZcX]ZY ~c i]Z hdX"rd"zZXdc@p\IXc[VWgevxh edeen egdWazZb *
d[ 6[\]Vc hdX~"Zin# >i»h i]Z hdjg¥2Zcd'[h] i]Z "bedgiVcXZ d[ de”j
hdbzl]Zzgz WZilZzZc V i]*"gY VcY4WadKzdPi Vh i]Z XZcigVa ZXdcd
i1Z Xdjcign»h <9E VcY jcYZgaN&alijlvi VeezZVgh id WZ I]Vi ilZ
a“kzZa”]ddYh d[ bVcn [VgbZgh!6MggWYlaigVirtdec ]Vh XdbZ id gZV
X]~Z[h! ~cYZeZcYZci igV[AX Zghl]BZdaW 2gla”Xn! i]Z YZiV~ah d|
d[ i]Z eda”XZ VcY [dgbZg IVgadgZ hilda id WZ gZaZVhzZY! XZc
VgZ cdl \dkZgcbzZci d[AX~AVah#XgzZVitc\ VcY Zck~rgdcbZci 1]ZgZ

6h 1Zaa Vh Xdcig®"Wjitc\ ,%"&i%eY " Xirdc XVc Ildg™ VcY dc gj
braardc ZVX] nZVg id i]Z IVa*"Wok&ahd XwffcZgVvi]Zg i]Ve dc ZgV
VWdji ]Va[ “ih VccjVa ~"cXdbZelddenjXgdeh# 6h hjX]! i "h V X
edeen Vahd egdk”YZh i]Z IVa™WzZVVd¥gdb JH"aZY XdjciZg"cVg
dilZzg ~chjg\Zcih I"i] eda®i*XVa&dgexdgh VgdjcY i]Z IdgayY [dg i
[gdb i]dhZ I]d YZeZcY dc "i# >ezV dtgcrZ |"aa Vahd bZh] c*"XZa
AN A"bedhzZh Vc dgYZg jedc i]Z Xdjcig@mg"~chjg\ZcXn bzVhjgzh 1]~
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f 6 L egalisation is a term that fails
to clarify the issue. Bazookas are
legally produced, but | can't simply
go out and buy one. 99
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@ & | don't think you can eradicate
drugs from your community, | wish
you could, that would be the aim,
but | think any politician that tells
you they can do that is either being
dishonest or a bit deluded in their
outiook. 99

8 giX"dXk'Z Gi dAfDeeBjh\i
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f & My message to gangs is clear:
this government is coming after
your business and we will use
every tool we have to destroy

it. We will be ruthless in our
pursuit of you and the evil

drug you push. 9%
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f 6 Five thousands

New Zealanders every single year
die from cigarettes. If a country did
that to us, we'd declare war. A
company's doing it to us and we're
letting it happen. There's
something wrong there. 99
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bzVvVc~rc\[ja VcY dc\d”~c\ egd\gZhl
Alg:dWk~rdjh X]Vaazc\zh i]z ldmgiaY Xdbbjctin ¢ VYkvVeX~tcl ]j
g \n [VXZh vgz! d[ XdjghZnZAdgArign! brim\Virtcl XdcAnXi Ve
VaizgcVirkzh i]Vi Vgz igjan gZ@h¥axohHeN wewiz Wjray~cl ~c 6[\
egdk”Y~c\ i]Z hivw2arin id VaaldifZbidd!*c adc\ iZgh hjeedgi?
Adjg~rh]# >i»h Y~A[AXjai id YZigwa & pjhxjegZhZci gzZzvarhinX i
d[ i]Zhz ~h i]Z X]"X Zc! VcY I|9XKYIXZifmeZXiVirtdch [dg ]dI ad
Z\\# YZkZadebZci VcY di]J]Zzg XdjciZgc
ld egdk~YZ Zcdj\] hzXjg~rin RE&fWZh |haa iV Z#
AckzZhidgh 17aa Xdbz VcY adXva IV §k&gNde»it cd bVviizg ]dl 1Z
I"aa Xdbb”i id adc\ iZgh Vaizge&hAkgZY i127g XdjciZgeVvgXdinX
Xgde egd\gVbbzh! i]zgz Jvh id/@& i129Z "h V. gZVa YVc\Zg i]Z
hihivVAcZY hiviz Xdcigda d[ iz§§%RYHOGRY VeY gZ\gZiivWan Y
i]Vi bzVch Irccrc) [ZVgih Vey boaeNaX "kZ#
Id I"c ]ZzVgih VcY b”cYh ~c i]*h "chiVcXZ ]
Inaa gZfjrgZ d[[Zg~c\ VaiZgcVi iX|k Zc\ XZbefnc\[MaXHJXkZkf

A o . ] %blmembthI G”p <hngm”kgZ|
JddYh i]Vi VgZ ViigVXitKs . ZcgiYlpithzga Bmi 1khfbInl Zg]

bV 'z [VgbZgh [dghV Z edeen gy WgdNDiffb erj @ejk kik fe Gf
g igjhi ~c i]Z d[AX"*Va \P\KAGCPL%i J\\ nnn%Yiffb erj%\[I&
gVilJZg i]Vc i]Z adXVa IVgadgY#'0&'0VX]*_Xe jkXeV]\cYXYYifne?

6h Bjha~bh! bdhi 6[\]Vc [VgbZgh
IdjaY WZ YZan\]izY id [dghV Z edeen [dg
VaizZzgcVirkzZh i]Vi \VKZ i]Zb V hAhA~N~
AeXdbz! 1ZgZz kA"VWaZzZ adc\ iZ¢c
I"i] Vc Zck~rgdcbZci d[ hivw~a >

Jc[dgijcViZzan! aVhi nZVg»h
Y~ higrWjirdec egd\gVbbzZ ~h Vc
]dl VaizZzgcVirkzZz Xgde "YZVh ]
[Vg# Cdi Zcdj\] IVh YdcZ id hz
iZgb ~ciZgcVirdcVa bVvVg Zih!
6[\]Vc [VgbZgh JVY ~chj[AX"Z!
XdkzZg ZkZc i]Z*g hjWh”hiZcXi _~
I11ZVi bdcd"Xgdee”c\# L]ZVi X]j
Vahd Zbeadnh -- eZgXZci aZh
edeen! hd IdjaY azVyY id bVhh
jcZbeadnbZci egdWazZbh ~[ ~i
I"YZhegZVY#

6[\]VcrhiVec bVn Yd WZiiZg
dc YAkZgh~rAzZY! [*\] kVajZ Xg
[gjrih! kZ\ZiVWazZh VcY ZmeZ:
a”"“Z hV[[gdc! Wji i]ZzhZ I"aa V
rdhj[AX~Zci i"bZ ~h eji ~cid h;
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