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The Poppy  
Problem 2.0

 The obvious challenges  
are ®nding alternatives that 
are truly realistic, and 
providing the stability to allow 
them to ¯ourish. It's dif®cult  
to determine which of these  
is the chicken, and which is 
the egg. 

Not much has changed since Matters of Substance  
ran an article about Afghanistan's poppy problem in 
May 2007. However, there are signs that the US-led 
approach to poppy control in Afghanistan may soon  
be amended. Rob Zorn  looks at the potentials and  
the pitfalls of Obama's new approach.
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�J�n�h�m�^�l���h�_���L�n�[�l�m�Z�g�\�^

�\�h�g�m�b�g�n�^�]���h�g���i�Z�`�^���+�/��

 Legalisation is a term that fails 
to clarify the issue. Bazookas are 
legally produced, but I can't simply 
go out and buy one. 
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 I don't think you can eradicate 
drugs from your community, I wish 
you could, that would be the aim, 
but I think any politician that tells 
you they can do that is either being 
dishonest or a bit deluded in their 
outlook. 
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 My message to gangs is clear: 
this government is coming after 
your business and we will use 
every tool we have to destroy  
it. We will be ruthless in our  
pursuit of you and the evil  
drug you push. º 
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�d�\�k�_�X�d�g�_�\�k�X�d�`�e�\���g�i�f�[�l�Z�\�i�j�%

 Five thousands 
New Zealanders every single year 
die from cigarettes. If a country did 
that to us, we'd declare war. A 
company's doing it to us and we're 
letting it happen. There's 
something wrong there. 
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